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no insult to any one was to be permitted, and that
no excuse whatever was to be given to the authorities
for -any attempted disturbance of the proceedings.
It was distinctly enjoined that if the peace officers
should attempt to arrest any man engaged in the
demonstration no resistance must be offered to the
action of the authorities. The committee who had
charge of the meeting had laid it down as a rule that
no sticks or weapons of any kind must be carried by
any of those engaged in it; and this rule was very
generally, although not perhaps absolutely, obeyed.
A number of married women and girls took a part
in the procession, moving towards the ground where
the meeting was to be held. Seeing that the meeting
was swelled by processions of men from the various
towns and villages of the district, it is not surprising
that here and there some flag or emblem was dis-
played which the original promoters of the demonstra-
tion would not themselves have sanctioned. There was
a black flag, for instance, bearing in white letters the
words " Equal Representation, or Death/' This flag,
however, seems to have moved the meeting, when it was
noticed, more to laughter than to any other expression
of emotion. By the time the hour for opening the
proceedings had nearly arrived an immense mass of
people was gathered together on the space which had
been designed for the holding of the meeting. A
more orderly assemblage, up to that moment and for
some time after, could not possibly have been seen
anywhere, nor when disorder did afterwards break
out was it in any degree due to any action on the
part of the crowd. The disorder appears to have